Brussels, 1 December 2014

Reliable and predictable regulatory frameworks are key for cost-effective deployment of solar
photovoltaics in Europe

The newly elected European Commission President has affirmed that Europe should become the
world number one in renewable energies. At the same time, renewable energy sources will be a key
pillar of the European Energy Union.
Yet, unplanned, retrospective and discriminatory regulatory changes introduced by some national
governments are currently jeopardising the renewable energy business in Europe. They are leading to
bankruptcies and to project owners’ inability to repay bank loans. They are making new projects more
expensive because financiers can no longer trust policy making.
The undersigned associations urge European leaders to restore confidence within the solar
photovoltaic sector. The recent agreement by European Heads of State and Government on a binding
renewable energy target for 2030 is a first important step in that direction. We now call on the new
European Commission to ensure fair and consistent regulatory frameworks that underpin the
achievement of this target and enable renewables to grow further. Only in this way will solar
photovoltaics be able to cost-effectively contribute to making Europe the world leader in renewable
energies.
European Photovoltaic Industry Association (EPIA); Photovoltaic Austria; Renewable Energy
Federation of Wallonia (EDORA); Bulgarian Photovoltaic Association (BPVA); Czech Photovoltaic
Industry Association (CZEPHO); Finnish Solar Energy Society; French Union of Solar Energy
Professionals (ENERPLAN); Hellenic Association of Photovoltaic Companies (HELAPCO); Italian
Association of Renewable Energy Producers, Industry and Service Providers (AssoRinnovabili);
German Solar Industry Association (BSW); Polish Society for Photovoltaics (PV POLAND); Portuguese
Association of Renewable Energies (APREN); Portuguese Association of the Solar Industry (APISOLAR);
Romanian Photovoltaic Industry Association (RPIA); Slovenian Photovoltaic Association (ZSFV);
Spanish Association of Renewable Energy Companies (APPA); Spanish Photovoltaic Union (UNEF);
Swiss Association of Solar Energy Professionals (Swissolar); UK Solar Trade Association (STA)

